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. Canegivers feit blamed for not stimulating their child's

Thailand’s national universal
developmental screening programme
for young children: action research for
improved follow-up

Joanna Morrison,’ Issarapa Chunsuwan,’ Petch Bur'nné!g.a Petra C Gronhalm,*
Georgia Lockwood Estrin®

ABSTRACT

Introduction In low-income and middle-income
countries, it is estimated that ane in every three
preschool-age children are failing to meet cognitive

oF S0CH i Thailand
Ieas implementid a universal national developmental
screening programme (DSPM) for young chikdren to
enable detection of developmental disorders and early
intervention that can improve child health culcomes.
DSPM implemantation is being hampered by low
attendance al follow-up appointments when children fail
the initéal screening.

Methods Action research, using qualitative methods
was conducted with 19 caregivers, 5 health workers and
1 chief at two Health Promotion Hospitals (o explose the
factors affecting attendance at follow-up appointments.
Transeripts and nofes were analysed using descriptive
«content analysis, Findings were then discussed

with 48 health workers, managers, researchers and

policymakers.

Results The high workload of health workers during busy
ination clinics, and ir materials prevented

clear ication with i the screening,

haw to stimulate child development and the screening

result. Caregivers, particularly grandparents, had a lack of
g about how to stimulate child

and did not fully understand failed screening results.

‘development, and were either worried that their child was
severely disabled, or they did not believe the screening
result and therefore questioned its usefulness, This led to a

lack of at follaw-up.
Conclusion Task-sharing, mobile health (mhealth),
outreach and targeted interventions for

London, London, UK grandparent caregivers might increase awareness about  INTRODUCTION
g Mental  child and scréening, and alloy Global  estimates  suggest  that approxi-
x&mmsmk masmu‘e 'me%ﬂ:gmﬁmﬂ mately 5% of children have a moderate
Depariment, knsttule of M""‘m coupid whh mheolh kb aids coldalsa 2, 2VCre disability," of which an estimated
. Psychology and . 3 at fllow-up o 18.75,/10 000 have a pervasive developmental
Nevroscience, King's Coliege eoOherS I U i the barriers 1o . disorder® Developmental disorder and delay
Landan, Landan, UK mp and engagement of stakehoiders in the design is an wmbrella wrm covering intellecial disa-
® and implementation of interventions is important to ensure bility/mental retardation and pervasive devel-
D Joanna Morrison D; ther effectiveness. opmental disorders, including awism. Prev-
joanna.mor K alence estimaies differ substantially between
BHJ Maorison J, ef al. BM Giob Health 2018:3:0000589. doc10.1136/bmjgh-2017-000589 1
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2 | 57.41% | 61.11% | 3.70% 7778% | 100% | 22.22% T | 33.33% | 81.48% | 48.15%
4
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.
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11
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